Focus Questions

These questions are designed to accompany the slide show listed below. They may
serve as focus questions prior to viewing the show or as follow-up questions.

This and other slide shows may be found in the CD-ROM that the New Hampshire
Historical Society sends to schools and other groups using the Society’s programs.
Also find them on the Society’s web site at “Slide Shows™:
http://www.nhhistory.org/edu/support/slidesindex.htm.

Where New Hampshire’s People Come From: How Diverse is Our
Population?

1. Which county includes among its national ancestries a country not found in any
other county’s top ten?

2. Which county differs from all the others in its number one national ancestry?

3. Who are the “Scotch-Irish,” and how do they differ from Scottish or Irish
ancestors?

4. Which county is named for an American Revolutionary War hero? (Hint: pass
the computer mouse over the county name on any county slide for background
information.)

5. Is New Hampshire’s population diverse? Explain your answer.

6. Make students aware of differences in scale. Even though all county ancestries
are shown in pie charts of approximately the same size, not all pie charts are
equal. For example, the entire population of Belknap County does not equal
even the population of Manchester, a single city in Hillsborough County. The
same is true for Carroll, Cheshire, Coos, Grafton, and Sullivan counties, too.
Also, even though a pie chart may imply that the charted information represents
100% of the data, these pie charts do not. They show the relative sizes of the ten

largest nationalities represented.
(The top twenty nationalities are
shown in the notes pages.)

7. This presentation lends itself well to
being printed and distributed in notes |
pages format so that students can easily |
study different counties simultaneously. |
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