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New Hampshire in the Civil War Lesson Plan 

Discovering New Hampshire Civil War Memorials 
Created by: New Hampshire in the Civil War workshop participants and the New Hampshire 

Historical Society, 2014–15 

Topic: Discovering Local Civil War Memorials 

Level: Middle School and High School 

 

ABSTRACT / SUMMARY 

Many memorials, graves, and statues in the state commemorate the Civil War, yet we often walk 

right by without noticing. In this lesson, local Civil War memorials will be identified, researched, 

and documented. In-class discussion will consider what meanings and information the memorials 

are meant to convey. 

 

QUESTIONS / TASKS 

What local memorials and markers commemorate the Civil War? As historical evidence, what do 

they tell us?  

 

EXPECTED OUTCOMES 

• Use primary and secondary sources to answer research questions 

• Learn the meaning and stories behind New Hampshire’s Civil War memorials 

• Explore how people expressed grief and loss in the aftermath of the Civil War 

 

SEQUENCE OF ACTIVITIES  

1. Discuss in class how we remember those who have passed on. How have you memorialized a 

pet or person you have lost? What do people do to remember or honor those who have died?  

2. Examine local statues and monuments to identify which commemorate the Civil War. Also 

explore local graveyards to find markers for those who served in the Civil War.  

3. For at least one of these, make sketches or photographs of the monument from several 

angles. 

4. Using your images, note details of the monument and research what they mean. Does the 

memorial seem to glorify or celebrate specific values? How do you feel when you look at this 

memorial? Research who erected the monument or gravestone, when it was erected, who the 

people are who are named on it, and any other background information you can find. (Try 

looking at local newspapers from the time or local history texts or pamphlets.) 

5. Write a summary of what you have discovered.  

6. Ask local historians for help interpreting what you have found.  

7. In class, discuss why communities build memorials, who in communities build memorials, 

and what the memorials mean. 

 

ASSESSMENTS 

Each student will identify at least one local Civil War monument or grave by name, write a 

detailed description of it, make an attempt to explain the significance of the memorial or grave’s 

design and features, and discuss the reasons communities erect memorials. 
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PROJECT DURIATION  

In-Class Time (estimated): 3 class periods 

Out-of-Class Time (estimated): 3 hours  

 

RESOURCES AVAILABLE AT THE NEW HAMPSHIRE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Archive and Special Collections 

Asa Bartlett Papers, 1860–1907       1900.030 

Charles Woodward, 1867        1970.004 (O) 

Committee to Erect a Monument to New Hampshire Soldiers and Sailors of the War of 

Rebellion, 1891–1892         2002.048 (m) 

Dedication of the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Monument Invitation, broadside  S 1998.507.17 

The Soldiers Memorial, 1893        S 1998.527.26 

Soldiers Memorial, 1892        S 1998.527.44 

 

Photograph Collection 

Note: The photograph collection contains black and white photographs of monuments and 

memorials throughout New Hampshire. These photographs are dispersed throughout the 

collection and are located in the folders of the towns in which the memorials are located.  

 

Library Collections 
Bartlett, Charles H. Oration at the Dedication of the Soldiers’ Monument at Amherst, NH, June 

19, 1890. Manchester: John B. Clarke, 1890.     9778b A515ba 

Browne, George Waldo. Addresses and Proceedings at the Dedication of Candia’s Soldiers’ 

Monument: Presented to the Town by Hon. Frederick Smyth, October 13, 1893. 

Manchester: John B. Clarke Co., 1894              977.8b C217sm 

Buffum, Francis Henry. Memorial of the Great Rebellion: Being a History of the Fourteenth 

Regt. NH Volunteers. Boston: Franklin Press, 1882.             973.7478 Mr14 

Dana, Malcolm, McG. Norwich Memorial: The Annals of Norwich, New London County, 

Connecticut, in the Great Rebellion of 1861-1865. Norwalk: J. H. Jewett & Co., 1873.  

           973.7456 Tnor 

Desjardin, Thomas A. These Honored Dead: How the Story of Gettysburg Shaped American 

Memory. Cambridge: Da Capo Press, 2003.                973.7349 D459 

Goss, Elbridge Henry. Melrose Memorial: The Annals of Melrose, County of Middlesex, MA in 

the Great Rebellion of 1861-1865. Boston: Alfred Mudge and Sons, 1868.    977b M528g 

Hall, Daniel. Address at the Dedication of the Soldier’s and Sailor’s Monument at Derry, NH, 

Oct. 1, 1889. Concord: Republican Press Association, 1889.       973.76 D438 

Heald, Bruce. New Hampshire in the Civil War. Charleston: Arcadia, 2001.     973.73 H434 

Jackson, Ronald Vern. 1890 New Hampshire Census Index: Special Schedule of the Eleventh 

Census Enumerating Union Veterans and Widows of Union Veterans of the Civil War. 

Salt Lake City: Accelerated Indexing System, 1985.         973.7478 AJ 1890 

Longver, Phyllis Olive Smith. New Hampshire Civil War Death and Burial Locations. Bowie: 

Heritage Books, 2000.                  929.3778 L859 

Noyes, Frank G. An Account of the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Monument Erected by the People of 

the City of Nashua in the Year 1890, in Honor of the Men of Nashua Who Served Their 

Country during the War of Rebellion, 1861–1865. Nashua: Published by order of the City 

Councils, 1889.         9778b N253n 
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Patterson, James W. Oration Delivered at the Dedication of the Soldiers’ Monument, 

Manchester, NH, September 11, 1879. Manchester: Mirror Stream Printing Press, 1880.  

           973.7 P3173 

Raymond, Samuel. Memorial Volume: Record of Andover [MA] During the Rebellion. Andover: 

Warren F. Draper, 1875.        973.747 Tan 

Stowe, J. M. Address at the Dedication of a Soldiers’ Monument in Sullivan, July 4
th

, 1867. 

Keene: New Hampshire Sentinel Job Office, 1867.     9778b S952s 

Thayer, George A. Braintree Soldiers’ Memorial: A Record of the Services in the War of the 

Rebellion of the Men of Braintree, MA Whose Names are Inscribed on the Braintree 

Soldier’s Monument. Boston: Alfred Mudge and sons, 1877.   973.747 Tbra 

Welsch, Robert L. Genealogical Abstracts of Tombstone Inscriptions in the Town of Piermont, 

Grafton County, New Hampshire, Including a Transcript of the War Memorial with an 

all Name Index, 1997.               929.3778b P615w 

Wyman, Leonard A. The Union, 1861–1865: A Guide to the Civil War Monuments in New 

Hampshire. Keene: Sonduy Publishing Company, 1961.          973.7478 N532w 

Ceremonies at the Dedication of the Monument Erected by the City of Manchester, NH to the 

Men Who Periled Their Lives to Save the Union in the Late Civil War, September 11, 

1879. Manchester: Mirror Steam Printing Press, 1880.          977.8b M268so 

Dedication of the Monument Erected in Memory of Gen. John Bedel, By His Surviving Comrades 

of the Third Regiment, New Hampshire Volunteers at Bath, NH, October 10
th

, 1888. 

Concord: Ira C. Evans, n.d.             920 B4114 

Dedication of the Soldiers’ Monument at Peterborough, NH, June 17
th

 1870. Peterborough, NH, 

1870.           977.8b P479de 

 

Museum Collections 
Collection of Civil War Badges and Commemorations    1996.505.01-27 

Cord and Tassels from Ford’s Theater     1956.084 

Harriet Dame’s Commemorative Badges      2013.019  

Lock of Hair, relic         1994.504.05 

 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

Secondary Sources: 
“Augustus Saint Gaudens National Historic Site, Cornish, NH,” Civil War 150 New Hampshire, 

n.d. http://civilwar150nh.onefireplace.com/sgnhs 

 

“The Civil War in Four Minutes: Monuments,” Civil War Trust, 2013. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DVeOr1-D980 

 

 “Exeter’s Civil War Monument,” Exeter Historical Society, 2012. 

http://exeterhistory.blogspot.com/2012/06/exeters-civil-war-monument.html 

 

“The First Soldiers’ Monument,” Historical Society of Cheshire County, n.d. 

http://hsccnh.org/resources/monadnock-moments/first-soldiers-monument/ 

 

“General Fitz John Porter—Portsmouth, NH,” Waymarking.com, n.d.  
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http://www.waymarking.com/waymarks/WMEPHX_General_Fitz_John_Porter_Portsmouth_Ne

w_Hampshire 

 

“Gen. Fitz John Porter, Strawbery Banke Museum, Portsmouth, NH,” Civil War 150 New 

Hampshire, n.d.  

http://civilwar150nh.onefireplace.com/porter 

 

“New Hampshire’s Civil War Monuments and Memorials,” Charles W. Canney Camp #5, 

SUVCW, n.d.  

http://www.cwcanneycamp5.org/nhs-civil-war-monuments.html 

 

 “New Hampshire Veterans Association History,” Weirs Beach, n.d.  

http://weirsbeach.com/reasons-to-visit/history/veterans/nh-va-history/ 

 

“Our Monuments: Soldiers and Sailors, Portsmouth, NH,” SeacoastNH.com, n.d.  

http://seacoastnh.com/monuments/goodwin.html 

 

“Remembering the Fallen, Lesson Plan” Civil War Trust, n.d.   

http://www.civilwar.org/education/teachers/lesson-plans/remembering-the-fallen/lesson-

package.pdf 

 

“Veterans, Monuments and Memory: An Introduction to the Monumentation of Gettysburg,” 

Civil War Trust, n.d.  

http://www.civilwar.org/hallowed-ground-magazine/gettysburg-2013/veterans-monuments-

and.html 

 

 


