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BOOKS FOR EXPLORING AND UNDERSTANDING NEW HAMPSHIRE  
IN THE CIVIL WAR  

 
 

A Note About Sources, Literature, And History 
 

Here are some sources that offer either information about New Hampshire in the Civil War or 
background and context.  Much is not included here.  For instance, local town and city histories 
of the nineteenth century often include chapters on people from the community who fought in 
the Civil War.  Old newspapers contain letters or personal memoirs written by soldiers, sailors, 
nurses, and doctors.     
 
 Teachers are encouraged to range through these titles and enjoy learning about New 
Hampshire in the Civil War so they can decide what is important for their students to know.  Not 
all titles are still in print but might be found in local libraries or online. And sadly, teachers of 
New Hampshire Civil War history searching for texts written for young readers will be 
frequently disappointed since most of the listed titles are written for an adult audience.  Some 
can be excerpted, however, and some primary sources might be appropriate for younger readers.  
Middle and high school students can use the reference works to find clues to their own town’s or 
city’s history.   
 

After reading a few of these books ranging across time, something becomes very 
apparent: each author’s point of view.  As readers of history wanting to see clearly, we recognize 
how an author’s point of view might taint or slant a story.  Students might benefit from noting  
the varying points of view, for instance, of 19th-century Northern civic authors or white soldiers 
from New Hampshire. How do these compare with 19th-century Black authors or Southern white 
authors? How do the points of view of 19th century historians compare with more recent 
professional historians who have the advantages of newer research and interpretations?     
 
 Which of the authors below wrote to glorify the Northern victory or New Hampshire’s 
role in it?  Which wrote to help the reader see what happened more clearly?  Which was more 
interested in re-unifying North and South than in furthering the welfare of former slaves?  Which 
of the listed works could be considered most accurate, do you think?  How could your own 
knowledge of the causes, events, and consequences of the Civil War help you to make accurate 
judgments about what you read? 
 
 Most of the titles hold a specific connection to New Hampshire.  Some, however, are 
included to give more general context, such as those on Black history, sugar, and cotton.   
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