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Collection Overview

Biographical Information:

Mary Jane Means Adams was born in Amherst, NH, on January 11, 1819 to David McGregor
and Catharine Means. She married Reverend Frederic Adams (1807-1888) on October 23, 1839
in Amherst, NH, and together they had three daughters who died young, and a son, Frederic
(1840-1923). They moved to Byfield, MA, in 1840, where he became Principal of Dummer
Academy. They remained there until 1847, after which he took charge of a day and boarding
school for young ladies in Orange, NJ; then became Principal of the Newark Academy in
Newark, NJ; and finally, a teacher at a private school for boys in Orange. Mary Jane died in
Orange, NJ, on March 28, 1882.

Frederic Adams Jr. was born in Amherst, NH, on October 9, 1840. He graduated from Phillips
Academy in Andover, MA, in 1858 and then from Yale in 1862. He went on to study at Harvard
Law School from 1863 to 1864. Frederic was admitted to the New York Bar in 1864, then as



attorney at the New Jersey Bar in 1868, and as Councilor in 1873. He practiced law in Newark,
NJ, before becoming the Judge of the Court of Errors and Appeals from 1897 to 1903 and Circuit
Court Judge for three terms from 1903 until his retirement in 1919.

Frederic Adams Jr. married Ella (1848-1896), daughter of John Stearns King and Martha Messer,
on October 27, 1870, and together they had five children: Constance (1874-1960), John K.
(1878-), Ellis (1880-1956), Rebecca (1881- ), and Frederic A. (1889-1973). Ella died on
November 14, 1896 at Summit, NJ. Frederic married second the niece of his first wife, also
named Ella (1876-1939), daughter of Morris K. King and Julia Goddard. Together they had a
daughter: Nancy (1905- ). He died in Hollywood, CA, on July 24, 1923.

Constance married Cecil B. DeMille (1881-1959), of film fame, on August 16, 1902; John K.
married Blanche E. Woodruff; Ellis married Margaret Potter; and Frederic A. married Miriam
Washburn.

Collection Scope and Content Note:

The Mary Jane Means Adams Family Papers consist primarily of family correspondence, but
also includes genealogy, diaries, newspaper clippings, a scrapbook, and family photographs. The
materials in this collection date from 1846 to 1956, with the bulk of materials dating from about
1881 to 1918. While other family members are represented, the majority of the materials are
from Mary Jane (Means) Adams; her son, Frederic Adams Jr.; his wife, Ella King Adams; and
their children, Rebecca Appleton Adams and Frederic A. Adams. Also included is
correspondence to and from Aunt Nancy Ellis Means.

The correspondence in this collection is mostly between the family members listed above and
details their daily lives. Frederic Adams Jr.’s correspondence includes two folders of letters
detailing his European travels in 1911, which he wrote back to his children, Rebecca, Frederic,
Constance, and John. Other materials include a memoir written by Mary Jane Means Adams
after the death of her daughter, Emily M. Adams, in which she writes the memories she has of
Emily; a travel diary of Rebecca Adams during her tour of England in 1897; and a volume titled,
“An Account of My Personal Experiences during the Great War” by Frederic A. Adams, which
details his time serving in World War I, from training camp to France with the 148" Field
Artillery.

The newspaper clippings consist of articles on and obituaries for a number of Means and Adams
family members from 1861 to 1923. The scrapbook in this collection is in fragile condition and
includes programs, clippings, and lecture notices predominately for Frederic Adams, but also
includes materials for other family members, including an obituary for Ella King Adams in 1896.

The majority of family photographs are undated and include images of family members and
houses. An undated photograph album containing carte-de-visite portraits of identified and
unidentified family members is also included. One portrait in the album is of President Franklin
Pierce. Franklin Pierce married Jane Means (Appleton) Pierce, a relative of Mary Jane (Means)
Adams.



Arrangement:

The materials in this collection are organized into folders by family member. Family genealogy
is at the beginning of the collection, and materials from miscellaneous family members is at the
end. The identified family members’ folders are organized by their relationship to Mary Jane

Means Adams.
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