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Collection Overview

Biographical Information:

William Seward Morrill was born on January 28, 1821 to Stephen (1798-1852) and Susan
(Dean) Morrill (1801-1873) in Springfield, NH. He married Minerva True Dickerson (1825-
1875) on May 23, 1844. Their son, Alva H. Morrill (1848-1922), followed his father’s footsteps
into the clergy.

William S. Morrill was ordained on July 4, 1844. Throughout his career, he served many towns
in New Hampshire, including Grafton, Danbury, Stewartstown, Columbia, Clarksville, Pittsburg,
Marlow, Webster, West Salisbury, Tuftonboro, and West Andover. He stayed in Marlow from
1862 to 1866, and represented the town of Marlow in the state legislature in 1865 and 1866.
Morrill then purchased a farm in South Danbury, which he worked while serving a number of
churches in the area.



His first wife, Minerva, died on March 29, 1875, and he married Eliza J. Mason (1845-1936) in
January 1878. They had a son named William Sewell Morrill (1879-1921). In 1903, they moved
to Franklin, NH. Reverend William S. Morrill died on September 27, 1905 in Franklin.

Collection Scope and Content Note:

The William S. Morrill Papers consist of diaries, records, a handwritten memoir, and
miscellaneous papers, such as writings and receipts, related to Reverend William S. Morrill and
his son, William S. Morrill Jr. The materials in this collection date from 1843 to 1918. A volume
of funerals attended by Reverend Morrill is dated 1843 to 1881 and covers a number of towns in
New Hampshire, as well as a few in Vermont. These include: Clarksville, Colebrook, Columbia,
Danbury, Grafton, Marlow, Pittsburg, Springfield, Stewartstown, and Wilmot, NH; and Canaan,
VT. A short list of baptisms is included, dating from 1845 to 1879.

An autobiography of Reverend William S. Morrill covers from his birth on January 28, 1821 to
November 2, 1868. This volume provides details of his life, travels, where he was living, and his
service as minister, noting yearly totals for preaching, funerals, baptisms, and marriages, as well
as payments and expenses. This volume also provides comments on the Civil War, noting his
brother True Merrill died near New Orleans in 1863, and at the end of 1864, he provides a
summary of the war and political situation. A transcription of this volume is available in the
library. See: Rev. William S. Morrill: The Life of a New Hampshire Clergyman, 920 M874m.

There are three diaries of Reverend William S. Morrill, which cover the period 1879 to 1881,
1886 to 1887, and 1900 to 1902. This last diary lists Morrill as living in Danbury, NH, and all
the diaries provide brief entries on daily activities, including the weather, farm work, travel to
Springfield and Andover, paying bills, going to the post office, and attending church and town
meetings. There are also some entries on funerals he attended. The final entry, dated 1902,
provides a brief note on his service in the ministry, stating he had attended more than five
hundred funerals and married one hundred and forty couples.

Other items in this collection include a diary transcription titled “William S. Morrill, Diaries,
Selections, 1899-1920,” however, the pages included only contain selections from 1899 to 1903.
This transcription is for William S. Morrill Jr., son to Reverend William S. Morrill. There is also
a page of a journal titled The Congregationalist and Advance from 1918 and letterhead from the
New Hampshire House of Representatives.

Arrangement:
This collection was arranged first by who the materials belonged to and then by type.

Contents List

Box 1

Folder 1 Reverend William S. Morrill autobiography, undated

Folder 2 Reverend William S. Morrill diaries, 1879-1881, 1886-1887, 1900-1902
Folder 3 Reverend William S. Morrill obituary, 1905

Folder 4 Reverend William S. Morrill papers, 1864, 1866, 1893, undated

Folder 5 Reverend William S. Morrill records of baptisms and funerals, 1843-1881



Folder 6 William S. Morrill Jr. transcription of diaries, selections, 1899-1903
Folder 7 The Congregationalist and Advance, pages 45-46, 1918 January 10
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