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Collection Overview

Biographical Information:

Charles Hazen Peaslee was born in Gilmanton, NH, on February 6, 1804, the son of William and
Hannah (Folsom) Peaslee. He graduated from Dartmouth in 1824, studied law, and went into
practice in Concord. He was a member of the state legislature (1833-1836) and instrumental in
establishing the New Hampshire Asylum for the Insane, becoming a trustee of the organization.



In 1839, he was appointed Adjutant and Inspector General of the state militia. (See box of militia
papers; some of it probably came from this collection.) He was elected a member of the U.S.
Congress and served 1847-1853. A Democrat, he was appointed collector of customs in Boston
in 1853 and turned out of office in 1861, when he removed to Portsmouth.

Charles married Mary Ann Langdon (Harris) Dana on December 9, 1846. Born on 20 February
20, 1801 at Portsmouth, NH, Mary was the daughter of Robert and [Sally S. (Langdon)] Harris.
Mary married first Nathaniel G. Dana at Portsmouth on December 6, 1819. The son of Luther

and Lucy (Giddings) Dana, Nathaniel was born April 9, 1797 at Amherst, NH. He died at Fort

McHenry, MD, on February 4, 1833. He and Mary had three children: Mary Ann (1821-1845),
Napoleon J. T. (1822-1905), and Matilda A. (1824-1914).

Charles died September 18, 1866 at St. Paul, Minnesota, while on a business trip, and is buried at
Portsmouth, NH. Mary died at Portsmouth March 15, 1868 and is buried with Charles.

Collection Scope and Content Note:

The Charles Hazen Peaslee Correspondence provides some business letters of a new lawyer
working on a variety of cases. He was a principal founder and trustee of the Insane Asylum. The
letters he received about the matter from 1838 to 1839 (in folder 2) give some insight into the
organization and the controversy of the location of the asylum. Other letters recommend persons
for local postmasters, as well as discussing other political matters such as the election campaign
of 1832, candidates for senator, and pension claims. Charles Hazen Peaslee was a law partner
with John Hatch George while in Congress.

Arrangement:
The materials in this collection are organized into folders by subject, then chronologically.
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