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Collection Overview

Biographical Information:

Edward Clinton Webster was born in Derry, NH, on April 9, 1879 to John E. Webster, a farmer,
and Cornelia Case of Mineville, ME. He had a sister Nellie and an Aunt Fannie, to whom he
wrote letters to while serving in the U.S. Volunteers of Massachusetts during and after the
Spanish-American War.

Upon his discharge, he lived in Framingham, MA, where he operated an automobile dealership,
repair shop, and gasoline station. Edward married Ethel V. Tuttle at South Framingham, MA, on
October 5, 1901. She was born on April 4, 1883 at Framingham, MA, the daughter of Horace G.
and Lurella B. (Light) Tuttle. Edward and Ethel had three children born at Framingham: John
Edward born December 20, 1902; Mildred Ethel born March 19, 1904; and Harvey Ray born
July 29, 1906.



On May 17, 1916, Webster was killed when the truck he was riding in was struck by a Boston
and Maine Railroad train in Northborough, MA. The following year Ethel married Percy B.
Chatterton. He died at Boston in 1926. Ethel died at Londonderry, NH, on August 6, 1959.

Collection Scope and Content Note:

The Edward C. Webster Papers contain personal letters from Edward to his mother, sister, and
aunt as well as personal photographs, memorabilia, and copies of newspaper clippings mostly
regarding his untimely death in Northborough, MA. There is also one copy of a newspaper
clipping regarding the return of the 8" Massachusetts Regiment from the Spanish-American
War. Many of the photographs, including four photograph albums, were taken by Webster while
in the Army and contain images from the Philippines, Cuba, and a troop train through Georgia.
One album is of the Derry Homestead. There are also copies of his military records and of
government records relating to his military service, including from Veterans Affairs, the General
Accounting Office, Interior Department, and the Massachusetts State Government. A small
folder of memorabilia includes a copy of the “Manual of Arms” and four pieces of paper money.

Also included in this collection is one folder of miscellaneous contemporary materials, which
provide background on the Spanish-American War, the Battleship “Maine,” and Theodore
Roosevelt at San Juan Hill, Cuba. These materials date from 1991 to 2008.

Arrangement:
The materials in this collection are organized by subject, then chronologically.
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