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BIOGRAFPHITAL NOTE:

Bernjamin Chase Sr., son of Bendamin FPike Chase and Anna
Blaisdell, was born July 7, 1799 in the part of Chester, NH
now known &s Auburn. His early formal school was 1limited
bt b baugit himself trigonometry and astronomy with
Bovrowed books and became proficient enough as a land
surveyor o sucoeed Stephen Chase as suwrveyor in Ghester.,
He also became a mechanic and millwright who constructed
mills in twenty—eight towns in southeastern NH and
norvtheastern Massachusetts introducing improvements in the
construction and building one of the earlisst civoular
sawmills., In 1864 he was asked to write & history of
Chester witich was published in 1869, He was very vooal on
the subject of temperance and slavery working hard for the
former angd against the latter. He married Hanmah Hall in
182%,  They had several childven including Benjamin Jr.
Benjamin Sr. died May &5, 1889,

Bernjamin Chase Jr. was also born in Chester ZAuburn August
18, 1832. His formal schooling was extengive and
concurrently learned mechanical skills from his father. in
his garly tesns he went to sasa on & trip which took him down
the U.8. east coast and to England.  On his return he worked
with his father and in 1838 became a master mechanic in a
textile mill., In 1867 he settled in Devrry, NH and
manufactured wood specialties for use in textile mills
throughout the couwnbtry. He incorporated the Benjamin Dhase
Dompany in 1907 and was its firvst President. He married
Harrvigt Fuller and they had one daughter. He died in Derry
Sept. 17, 1912,

SUOPE AND CONTENT MOTES:

This collection is a series of daily account books kept by
Benjamin Chase, millwright and kis son Bernjamin Chase Jr.,
manuTactburer. The five books kept by the Tather record his
activities from age 23 to 84 in the making of tools, chains,
sleds, sleighs, and parts for various mills. Therse are
getails of Jumber used and Labor hived while constructing
ramerols mills dn NH o asd MA, sotably the Amoskeag
Marmufactuwring Co. and the Exeter Water Fower Uo.  There is
gome information relevant to the publishing of the history
of Chester and one manuscript book of genealog@ical
informaticon compiled by Chase.



The account books kept by Benjamin Jr. follew his career as
a mechanic and suwccessful manufacturer of wooden parts for
textile mills and plant stakes, It is an excellent source
for names of mills across the country and nurseries and
private gavdens from London to California including the
Vanderbilt Biltmore sstate.

NOTES Loose items from the pockets of the diaries have been
removed to folders in the back of the boxes and labelled in
pencil with the number of the book in which they wers found.

Series I3 Bernjamin Chase Sy,

Box L, fld 1 Genegalogical notes including material from
diaries, family papers, interviews,
gravestone.

fld & Day book, 1821-34 records surveying,
chopping, sawing Jjobs, coal purchases,
work on various mills-Hooksett
Manufacturing Co. ,
Day bouodk, 1834-1843 records work & materials

fld &3
for Underhill, Mervill Co., Ft. Underhill
Lo, Alanson Tuckey and other individuals;
notes collection of duss for Antislavery
Sooiety and distribution of the Herald of
Fresdomn.,

il 4 not all in chronological order, earliest
date 1822, pergonal accounts listing of
promisscry notes, references to Dervrvy bank
0183495, fragment of poem.

fld & Daybook, 18331868 records of materials and

foodetuffes purchased % sold, work done,
peoples hirved. not all in chronclogical
o der .

fld & Day book 18661884 records of hours wovked,
work dong, peopls hired ebeoc.  sales of
Ristory of Chester and its costs of
printing and other expanses; bill for
printing.

BERIES [I: BENJAMIN CHASE JR.

B 2, fld | 1854 receipts, =xpenses, & acoounts of work
1854~55
fle 2 18521860 receipts & expenses, veceipts for

whitewash, paint, glue, work 1logg
newspaper clipping re: promotion of K.
Chase Jr.
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Diary 1863, notes freedom for slaves,
waather, cash accounts

Diavy of 1868 cash acoounts and orders far
vibs % shafts

Diary 18869 May-July work on dam, price 1ist
of ribs, filled orders for ribs

Dairy of 1B70 anly Jan. entries, extendsd
trip to Washington, DO; expenses in back
Jarn=-Mar; letter of praise for ribs from
Jobin Qleworth?, Manchesber

1874/71 Account book, order for ribs,
shafts) expenses accounts) receipts

1872 acoount boock same as above

1873-75 same as above

187476 arder bosk for plant stakes, list of
clients names and addresses in back

187576 account boolk, orders for ribs %
shafts, receipts & expenses

1877 same as above with receipts for lumber
in back

187782 order book for plat stakes

1878 account book, orders Tor ribs &
shalTte, espensses and receipts

1879 same as above

1880 same as above, business cards in baock
pochket

1881 same as above

188287 account ook, ovder for plain &
painted plant stakes, labelis, dahlia

stakas

18821886 acoount books with orders &

eXpeEnses, recsipbs

1887 same but with notes on Beaver pond
and two personal letters in back

1888 acclt book, orders sipenses &
receipts, 1 lether

188Y same with notes on bullding & chuwrch
in Hampstead, NH

1889 acct book, order & expenses

1890 same & includes notes on town mesting

1890 samns

1891 acct book, orders only

1891 same as above

1891 acct bk, orders, sxpenses,
receipbs

18492 same

1892 acet book, owrders only

1898 acct bk, orders, expenses b receipbs

1893 acct bk, same

1893 account book, orders only



fld 20 1893 acoount book, orders only, business
cards for plant stakes
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