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THE COCHECO RAILRCAD BERERS: REGISTER
Historical Sketch of the Cocheco Railroad

"In 1847 a group of men living in and near Dcver, N. H.
'Gb+a1ned a charter from the state lpgislature for a railroad.
Cne of the leading figures was_Wllliam Hale, Jr. (1804-1893),
- ,éoﬁ_of the William Hale 61764—1848> who had been Representa-
- five,_Senatcry and Governor s uounfllar of N.H.. and three—term-

Uﬁited States Congressman. The Hales were wealthy and- prom-

1nent residents aor Dover. e - T L
The directors of the new railroad wasted no time.  Under
Samuel Ashburner of Mabsachucetfa as ChleI englneer the road
 'was laid gut .and’ built aft Dnce, and by September, L1849, the
cars were rolllng between Dover dand Farmingtdn{,Qié'Roéhesfer.
The directaors scon decided that by ending at Farmington
the Cocheco Raiirocad (as the new road was named’) was overlook-
ing an important additional market, and began planning to ex-
tend the road to Alton Bay at the southeast corner of Lake
- Wiﬁnipesaukee; thereby tapping the established passenger afid’
freight business carried Dn?'Winnipesaukee steamboats and ' on
‘stage ccach lines running from Wolfeborough, Centre Harbor and
- Me:edith ta the White Mounﬁaiﬁs.
) Under the direction oI Maréﬁall Conant, the second pﬁasa
of construction was carried ocut in 1851-2, and shortly there—’f
after a steamboat (the Dover) and wharfiage at Wolfebbrbugh a%d
Alton Bay, the roads's new northern terminus, were added to the
conple:x. Despite occasional notions of extending the rails
‘farther northwest to The Weirs <in Laconia?> or Meredith (some
maps of the period erroneously'show this extension as builty
and building an allied road from Dover south to Portsmouth, the
28% miles between Dover and Alton Bay proved to be the final

length of the Cocheco RR. {(Both extensions were to come, but

)
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not till the name of the “"Cocheco Railroad* had disappeared,
and one only in 1690.) ' )

The foad did ndt exist, 0T course, in isolation. Hale was-
in close touch especlally with the Boston, Concord & Montreal
RR, running'in;a,great'arc from Concord <and'cqnnepfion south-
ward viajthe Concord RR)3thrcughrLaconia, Meredith and Plymoﬁth
to Haverhill,infthe Upper Valley of the Connecticut River. Its
president was the distinguished attdrneY‘-Jésiah. Quincey, oI
Rumney, and;itrtca'had a steamboat bn Wiinnipéaaukea and clocse ..
ties to stage lines inta the mountaiﬁé.'_ o : S

'qun bléserf:waé~ the Cocheco RR's relﬁtionship "to  the
Boston & Mhine Railroad. - In fact,ias varibus documents heré
make clear, the founders of the Cocheca névefuplanned to run a
rai;roﬁd at;gll%' Vhat they intended was to fﬁiée the neéessary
capitalﬁaﬁd“buil&-afrcad, then Iease‘it'ta the "B&M to operate.
How clp=e <the connection was is indicated by the fact that
there were B&M directors among the Cocheco founders; that from
its start the Cochecno used the EBE&M depot in Dover as its own
depot, thus connecting to the B&M and obtaining access to the
south,-éspégiélly tc Bostcn; and that William Hale was himself
elected to the board of the B&M; serving:very actively for two
years while still president or the Cocheco. Yet time after
time the B&M bcard_réjected cifers to leagg the Cocheco, which-
led tn much hard feeling on the Cocheca side{:-From the Co-
checo's péint'ofrview this was an outright repudiation of a
clear understanding. )

Like many other New England railroads in and after 1851,
when for some reason caplital for such ventures became vVery
scarce, the Cocheco directaors spent a great déal agf time and
effort dealing with financial exigencies, using preferred stock
izszues, bonds, notes, mortgages, and so on. In 1859, after
Hale's leaving the presidency, the road was reorganized and re-
named +the Daver & Winnipeseogee Railroad ("Winnipeseogee" was

one of the frequent spellings at the time of that polywmorphic
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-name), and in 1883 the D&V was finally leased by the EBoston &

Haine.  The B&M operated it under lease for no tfewer: than
twenty~nine years, {finally buying it gutright in 1862. The

deed of sale bears William Hale's signature as president He

dled a year later. - -

. _VV - Thé Sboge,of the Papers

- These “uocheca Railraad Papars" are in Tact mmsﬁly the
papers'ai Villiam Hale as the road's pr951dent At soﬁe‘point
1n their history they werea . indLV1dually aocketeu as to uender
aor ‘contents- and usually date, folded uniforml;, and fo: the

most part tied up'with pink tape 1into bundles. Some bi the

bundles were 'labéledaf_uftén with ‘the year; same not. A few

1fems'remained'lcoéeiE—Mosf-oi'them, of course,rdeal with--the
years 1848 through 1856 of Hale's presidency of the road, but
there are some documents of both earlier and much later date,
down in fact to the deed o sale of L892. They were first

opened, examined, and classified in 1989-90 for the New Hamp-—

" shire Historical Society,  which also haolds other Cacheca RR

_material. : . I

The papers have been classified into two major sub-series,

'jIntefna;_Affairs and External Affairs, the farmer‘comprising
wftemé_ relating directly to the Cocheco RR itself;-rand'lfhe
;latter:ta afféirs-betWeeﬁ’thé Cccheco and other roads or insti-
“tutions. There is 1in addition a minor sub-series, Miscel-
" laneous, comprising items dealing with Hale other than as
7president of the Cocheco RR <(as, far example, director of the

B&M) and some genuine miscellanea which somehow chanced to be

included among the other papers.

The External sub-series has been subdivided by the source
or subject of the iltems: for example, correspondence Ifrom cffi-
cials of the Eoston, Concord & Maontreal RR is filed under that
road's name. ‘nese subjects are filed alphabetically, and the

items in each subject then filed chronolagically. The forty-
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four folders in two boxes havé been labeled and numbered as

- fallows:

SERIES I: INTERNAL AFFAIRS
Subseries A: Planning & Construction
Bx 1,f1d 01 1845 - 3718/50
02 4/25/30 - 7/50/50
03 8/1/50 -2/6/51
04 ~ 3/1/51 - 5/6/51
05 5/13/51 - 12/13/51 ] _
06 1/2/52 ~ 12/31/52 (includes proposéd Parts.& Dav.RR)
07 1/22/53 - 2/3/54 | .
| 08 1863
“ - Subseries B: Qpefétioné - :
' Bx 1,f1d 00 1/8/56 = 7/10/50
10 9/1/50 - 7/21/51
11 8/11/51 - 12/17/51
12 1/6/52 - 6/14/52
13 = to end 1852 and undated 18352

PRSI © 14 . 1/9/53 - 12/22/53

- ’ 15 1/4/54 - 11/13/54
6 1/8/55 - 12/31/55
R 17 1/16/56-~ 7/12/56; 1862; 1863
- - 18 8/1802
" Subseries C: Finance
- Bx 1,f1d. 19 1/2/50 - 9/30/50
20 1851
21  1/2/52 - 8/26/52
22 9/11/82 - 12/20/52
Bx 2,£fld 01 1853
02 1854-5
03 1857
04 1862-3
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SERIES II: EXTERWAL AFFAIRS
‘Subseries A: Individual RRs by name
Bx 2,f1d 05 - 00: Boston & Maine RR
05 to 1852 and undated
06 1852.
07 1/53 - 7/54
08 10/54 - 12/55 i
. 09 1856 - 18%2, incl. Daver &° Wlnnepesemgee RR’
. 10 Boston, Concord & ¥ontreal RR ’
e L Great.Falls & Conway RR thru 1853
- .12 - GF&CRR 1854 - 1870 = T
- 3. Various RRs (A - M): - -
Boston & Worcester RR; Cheshire RR; Concard RE;.
‘Eastern RR{ Hartford:.Prnviaéﬁce, & Fishkill‘RR;l
Lowell & Lawrence RR; Manchester & Lawrence RR;
Montpelier & Conn. River RR
14 Various RRs (H - 2):
Narthern (N.Y.)> RR; Portland & Rochester RR;
_ _ . Partsmouth & Dover RR; Providence & Vorcester RR;
.= ) ';ﬁ 'Tvérmoﬁt &-Méss RR; Vermont.Central RR

18 Various REs: Camnlnaticns

SERIES'IIIl—HISCEﬁL&ﬁEDﬁS AFFAIRS

Bx 2,fld 16" Equi@ﬁent (Sales letters and circulars)
“17- - 19: Hale as Diractor B RR
- 17 1850
18 1861
.19 1852

20 Copies of Letters from Hale to “Sundry Persons," 1848-1852
21 Miscellanecus, Dated
22 Miscellaneous, Undated

Cards made for catalog:

Railrcads—-Cocheco Hale, William Jr. Dover, NH
Railroads—-B&M Harvard College-Regattas
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COCHECD RAILROAD RECORDS
ﬁdditiﬁﬁ tecobthe Coilection
172 Baw, 91 items

Box 3 of 2

Correspondence to William Hale, President of the Cocheco
FRailvrocad from stockholders and representatives of various
f ) mthér-railraads, 1847-50, - Two stockholders lists, 1855~
871.  The letters are arranged alphabetically by the last
name af the rurrespnndent o . o B

‘These papers were found in the box with the papers of Joab

- Mu Patterson (Acc.# 1962-130, . Both of these collections . -
- spent . many yEmEb in the Manuscripts annex. They were | '
- . unprocessed and shelved witn other materials as subject
i . oeollections, Railroads and Civil War.- I can find no o
relationship between Fatterson and the Cocheco. THe Cocheoo
papers are 20 vears earlier then anything in the Patterson
cxllection and were written when Patterson was still a
_ -  teenager. [ suspect that these papers were accidentall
- _ interfiled years. age.. T.have therefors proce essed them as. an.
) addition to the main Cocheco collecticon.,

Fid 1 Letters from names starting A-C, 1849 (135

Fld Z-4 Letters from 5. Asbbwoner, Boston 18471830 (325

= s 'EIdifﬁ "Lettefg_f%mm”@aﬁes D=H, 1848-4% (12
Fld & Letters from names fo-Ty 134843 133 i
:_?;dr 7 Letters from nanes Vel 1849 (110 :
'fla_'g;ﬁ Letters from William F. Weld & Co., 1848-43 (10)
_ :Env f?nvf Stacﬁhmlﬁerﬁ Ii$£§‘i355—18?1 L vl d
-EHV 10 77 Stock sale list, o.d. oL voll

ZARDS MADE FOR THE CaTALOG:

“Ashburner, S. (Boston)
Margtaon, GEilman
Weld, Willjam F. % Co.



