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The Cornish Bridge connects Windsor, Yermont and
Covnishy Mew Hampshires., It is & toll bridge buwilt and
maintained for 139 vears by a wrivn? company, "The
Pvmprim%ﬁv”% of bhe Tornish Bridges" Concurvent, o nearly
Ay che of the legislatuwes of Nww Hdmn<h|vw angd Ver momt
Qrmnt@u Lhe charter to Jomathan Chase on behal f oof the
Froprietore.  The original stockholders dnoluded
professional men and merchants from Windsor, Corndish oand
nearby towns. Two businegss Tivms from Heartford, Commecticut
wers also among bhe firest stoockbolders. Bhares remalned
valumhim ard closely held through the yvears.

The firet bridge was built in 1796 and the cost Tar
axcasded swpectations.  This original bridge was probably
wrcoveread, Bordng ran o off§oin 16 caryi it away and a
similar bridge was built, T 184% the second bhridge was
Lmet by flood. The third bridge bhuwilt was lattice covered.
Tt lasted unhil 118G when it btoo was carried away. Repairs
ware considerable and the bridge was olosed briefly in :
angd again dn 1929, ALl these replacemsnts and repairs weve
paid for by the company without reliance on tax vesowrces of
the local communities.

Bafore the arvival of the rvailvosds, the toll bheidge
wat The roube Tor ooonmer o, poand cattle in great
Aumber s passed over the bridge from the Morth and West on
heir way bo markelb. Sbs coel Lives made regular wse of
the bridoe. Cows from Windsor wers pastured daily in
Cornish.  This Iocal to-and-fro traffic must have producsd
substantial inoome.

O Decembar 9, 1935 the bvidge company closed its books
and furned the bridoe over to the State of NMew MHampshbire.

Tt combinued as & boll bridge wuntil 1943 and vemainegd in use
as & Tres bhricdge, In late 1989 the hridge was reopensd
after heing closed for a couple of vears To® complete
rebuilding.
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SLOFE ANMD CONTENT:

The building and early history of the Dorndeh Bridge is
well documsnted in bhe papers. The charter and bylaws and
granting legislation fram both NMew Hampshire and Vermont is
ineBox L. In the acoount section ds a book of eaxpenses in
i leding bl beidge in 1796,  There are also ebtook
tracing the sale of the shares from 17% T LEL
314 labtter Menrvy Wardner, Treasurer and
ants some of bthe history of bthe beicdge.
Fyom 1800 to 1850 the best representaticoe ls in the
acoount books with soms minutes and anmaal rﬂﬁnmtn" 1850 o
THO0 bhere are btreaswrer’s repords and gquinguennial veports
o the Buprems Douwrt of MM Acoount hﬁml Fadrly
thorough wun for bthis peviod. 1500 fao i LS
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represented by strong financial reports, inspecticon reports,
and repovts bto the Fublic Service Uommission.  There are 1o
accounts for this period.

There is very little covrespondence in the oollection.
One interesting piece however is bthe 1866 threat to burn
thown The bridge.

SERITES & ADMINISTERATIVE PAFERS
e 1, el - Chavter & Bylaws 1795-96, 1824,
1850
y Tlel Hedd Corrrespondencs 1866, 1919, L8924
1, tled S5-7 Minutes of frnual Mesbtings, 1834
1932
y Tl 8 Annual Feports,  1T9RF-29, 1933
1, Fleal S-1a Director!s Reports, 18311864
s Tld 11 Fesigrnations of Directors, 18:4,
1850
1, flgd 1213 Minutess od Propriebov?s Mestings,
1831860, 1906, 1931
1 ! Froprietorts lists, 1850
1y fled 1916 Reports btoe Fublic Service
Cemmd seion, IBLE-193E3
1e  fld 17 Stockhalders list, 1848, 185051
1y flg 18 Mise., Administrabive FPapers, 18324
1826, 1850, 1926

SERIES By LEGAL FAPER
BOYX 1, fid 19 Acta of the Mew Hampshirve
Legislatwe, 17951796
Ly Frel 20 Acte of the Vermont Legislature,
VTW7
1y fla 21 Agvreenents between Cornish Byidge

amel New England Telegphone, 1822
Sale of Stock Shares, 18241851
Leins, IEEZ-18351

Froprietors of the Cornich Bridge
v, Foefie Fitts, Cowt Case, 1918
1919

1y fld 25 Bale of Properby, 1919

i, fld
i, fld
1, fld

SERIES Oy FINANCIAL PafrERS
Boor 2y fla 1 SGettlement Transferving Funds
froem ore Treasurer to anothes,
1835, 1850
flod 210 Tregasurar s Reports, 18511933
Fld 1 Tropome Taxw Retwens, 19271931
fld 23 Fuinguennial Repovts to NH Supremne
it b, LEEL- 192G
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SERTES Dy ACCOUNTS
Boww Oy Tle Fapenses in building, 17926
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Stock accounts May 7, 1796-Dec 2%,
1834

Toll book, 18021819

Aovownts, 1811-1813

Fass hook, 1811-181%

Accountes, 18191822

Accounts, Mar 17, 1833-Jan 25, 1826
Daybook, Dec 1824-April 1876
Aocounts, Jan 4, 1826-Mar 26, 1827
Accounts, Mar 27, 1827-Feb 3, 1830
Dayboex:, 18271831

Aocounts, 1BZ27-1850

Boooants, 1B835-1830

Aocourts, Mar 1, 1837-Jarm 31, (840
Blotter, 1845-Sept L&

Blobtter, Dec 1847-June 1848
Bicoounts, Jume-Dot, 1848

focourts, Deo 1848-Jan 1850
Aocounts, 1850-18%5%2

Acocounts, 1850-1868

Leadoer, 1850, 18&6

Boeounts of tThe Treaswrer, 1HS0-
1857

Gooounts, Jan 1850-July 1910

G oournts, July 188553-Jan 1866
soolints, 186418077

Accounts, 18681870

Geoants, 18781887

Seoountes, [BE78E-1E
Cashibook, 1881
Fapers Trom Cashbook, 18881891
Fapers from Acoount Dooks

ITnaspection Feports, 19312, 1914,

Trspect ion Corras
limites, @be, 192013232
Tell Eates, 1930

spoerdenn e, welght

Threal o burn bridges, 1866
Mige ., 19OBE

Mige., copies from miceofilm



