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FRENCH, BEMJAMINM B. and
FREENMCH, HEMREY F.
FAFERS, 1B26-1870

BIDGRAPHICAL NOTESD:

Benjamin B. French was born in Chester, Nh in 1800, son of
Daniel French (1769~1840) and Mercy Brown (1778-1802Z) He
studied law under his father and started practice Sutton, NH
in 1B2Z3. After serving as a clerk of the couwts in Sullivan
County, assistant clerk for the MM Senate and representative
for Newport in the NH Howuss, he moved to Washington, DO oin
1882. He worked from I833-1845 in the clerks office of the
U.5. Howse of Representatives and served as clerk of that
body from 1845-47. He was Fresident of the Magnetic
Telegraph Company; Grand Master of the Enights Templar of
the W.5%.3; and from 1835~3%3% and (861-67 was Lommissioner of
Fublic buildings in Washington, Di.

He married Elizabeth REichardson in 1829 and they hnad two
sons, Francis and Benjamin. Elizabeth died in 18&1 and he
married Mary Ellen Brady in 1B&Z. He died in Washington, DO
in 1870. '

Henry Flagg French was born in Chester in 1813, son of
Daniel French amd his third wife SBarabh Flagg Bell (sister of
his second wife Betsy Flagg) He studied law and practiced
with his father wuntil Danigl French died in 1840. He lived
in FPortsmouth and Exeter while working as a solicitor for

Rockingham County, 1838-1848, NH Rank Commissioner, 1848-

1852, and Justice of the Couwrt of CQommon Pleas, 1835-1859.

In 1860 he relocated to Cambridge, MA and set up private
practice in Boston. In 18BEZ he was appointed Assistant
District Attorney of Suffolk County where he remained until
1865 when he accepted the Fresidency of the Massachusetts
Ggricultural College (now the University of Massachusetts,
Amherst) This position lasted only a year and he returned
to Bosgtorn to practice law. During this time he bowught and
van a farm in Concovd, MA. In 1876 he was appointed
Assistant Secretary to the U.5. Treasury and moved to
Washington, DC. He held that position until he died in
188%.

‘He married Anne Richardson, sister of his brother’s
first wife, in 1838. They had four children, the youngest
being Daniel Chester French, sculptor of the Lincoln
Memorial. Anne died in 1858 and he remarried Famela
Frentiss of Keene, MM in 1833.

SCOFE AND CONTENT NOTE:

: . typewritten copies _
This collectioniaf letters spans the period between

1876 and 1870. At least ninety percent of the correspondence



is between the half-brothers Benjamin B. and Henry .
French, with occasional letters to other family members.
Family matters are the primary topic but there is

considerable political commentary,

speculative in mature.
18007s is revealed as the brothers discuss career paths,
farming, houwse building, physical ailments, social life,

atc.

also included in their c

In the box

factuwal, gossipy and
A vivid picture of life in the

Both men wrote poetry several examples of which are

orrespondence.

and folder inventory following, letters from

and to family members are highlighted. For further subject
and name access see the index at the back of this register.
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Fab, 1826 - Mar, 1833 incl: to father
and sisters

Aug, 1833 Marv, 1834 incl: to sister
Harriet

Mar, 1834 - May, 1834 incl: to father %
sisters

June 1834 ~ Dec, 1834 incl: to father &
sisters

Jan, 1835 - May, 1833 incl: to father %
Harvriet

July, 1835 — Dec, 1835

Jan,
Apr,

Sept
Jan,
Janr,
Apr

July — Dex,

incl: to father
L Harriet
183& - Mar,
1826 - June,
L Harriet

y 1836 — Dec, 1836
1837 ~ Dec, 1837

inzl: to Harriet
incls: to father

1856
1856

incl: to sisters
incl: o father

1838 - Mar, 1BEB incl: o Harriet
~ June, 1838 incl: to Harriet
1838 incl: to sisters

Jarn - Apr, 183% incl: to sisters

May — Dec, 183% inci: to Harviet, poem
by BEF

Jan - Mar, 1840 incl: to Harriset

Apr ~- Bept, 1840 incl: to sisters

Ut — Dec, 1840

Jan - Feb, 1841

Mar - Apr, 1841

May — July, 1841

Aug — Sept, 1841

Oct, 1841

Mov - Dec, 1841

Jan — Feb, 1842

Mar — May, 184 incl: to sister

June, 18432

July - Aug, 1842

Sept ~ Dec, 1842

Jan — Mar, 1B43

Apr - July,

1843
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Aug — Oct, 1843

Mov ~ Des, 1843

Jan -~ Juns, 1844

July - Sept, 1844

Oct — Dec, 1844

Jan - Feb, 18435

Mar - May, 1845

June —~ Sept, 1845

ot — Dec, 1845

Jan — May, 1848 incl: to sister

June - Sept, 184& incl: To sister

Bot ~ Dec, 1846

Jarn - July, 1847 incl: poem by BBEF

fug -~ Dec, 1847 incl: poem by BBF

Jan - June, 1848

July - Dec, 1848 incl: to sister and
Edmund French

Jan -~ June, 1849 incl: minutes of

Foskingham Farmer?s Club
July = Dec, 18493

Jan — June, 1850 incl: to Edmund French
July ~ Deec, 1830 incls fo Edmund F.
Jan — Apr, 1831 dincls draft of circular

Aszos. of Inventors & Fatentees

May — June, 1831

July - Aug, 1851

Sept - Dec, 1851 incl: to Bess

Jan - Juneg, 1832

July — Dec, 183& incl: poem by BEF

Jarn - Apr, 1863

May - July, 1833 incl: to Anne

Aug - Dec, 1853

Feb — May, 1834

June ~ Aug, 1854

Sept - Nov, (1854

Jan - Apr, 1B35 incl: to Mattie & aone
to HFF from his wife

May - Jume, 1855 incl: o Anna

July — Sept, 1835 ipcl: to Mrs.e H F
French, fraom Anna

Ozt — Dec, 1835 incl: from Harviet V
V.M., French, to Anne

Jan —~ Feb, 18356

Mar - May, 1836 incl:s from Harriet
V.M., to Anne

June - Aug, 1856

Sept — Dec, IBIS&

Jarn ~ May, 1837 incl: to sisters. poem
by BERF

June — Sept, 1837 incl: poem by BEF,
to Bess

Ozt — Dme, 1857 incly to Bess, minutes

of Rockingham Agricultural Soc.
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Jan = May, 1838 incl: to Hess

June ~ Dec, 1888 incl: poem by BBF

Jan - May, 1859 incl: poem by BBF

June -~ Aug, 1859 inclipoem by BEF

Sept — Dec, 183% incl: to sister, from
Pamela Frentiss F., poems by BEF

Jan =~ May, 1860 incl: to Helen A. F.,
poemn by BREF

June -~ Nov, 1880 incl: poem by BBF, to
Siman & Ann By own

Jan - Apr, 1861

May — Sept, 18&1 incl: to Famela & to

sister

Ozt — Dec, 1861 incl: to Pamela F. to
Hel en

Fabh — Sept, 1862 incl: to Pamela F. to
Frank F.

ot ~ Dec, 18682 incl: to Famela F.
Jdanm — Oct, 1883  incl: to Famela
Jan July, 18&4 incla
Adg — Dec, 1867 incl: from Harriet V.
Feb — Dec, 1BES incl: poems by BEF
Jarn — Dec, 1886 incl: poems by BEF
to Fev. of FPinkerton Acadamy
Feb - Aug, 18687 incl: poems by BBEF, to
Famela
Sept - Dec, 1887 incl: from William
M.R.F. , to Famela F. ‘
Jarm - Sept, 1868 incl: to son William
Ma FaF
Jan - Dec, 1868 incl: from Mary E. F.
Jan, 18790 - Jan, 18835 incl: ve death of
BBF, copy of "O0fficia Luctus”

MISCELLANEDUS
Copies of handwritten and zeroxed
letters:

18%1 BBF deposition re writ on
delingquent account of Josiah B. Libbee

1856, Aupg 29 Hattie to Aunt Katy

183k, Aug 29 mss copy of letter from
HEF to BRF

1856, Bept 5 BBF to F.F. Wells (sister)
1861, May 8 BBF ta HFF

1861, May & EBF to Mrg. C.J. Wells
{sister) :



LARDS MADE FOR CATALOG:

At l—-slavery

Civil War

Folitics -Democratic Farty,
Folitices - Know nothings
Magnetic Telegraph
Folitics — Whigs
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