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JUSEFHINE SarAH MERRILL GASSETT DIARIES
BOUTH ACWORTH, NEW HAMPSHIRE

Josephine Sarab Mereill Gassett was born in 1843, Vived
her entire Tife in South Acworth, New Hampshire, and
recorded that Tife in 27 diaries, from 1841 to 1922. She
seldon btravelied bevond the adjeoining towns. In 1B&6, she
married Manley Gassett. Raily she recorded the seasonal
Mouwsehold and farm routines. She baked, sswsd, washed
clothes and floors, knit, made candles and soap, and “worked
the butter." She sarned money by knitting and sewing for
others and by s81]ing eggs and butter. Uaily she recorded
the weather, her visits and visitors, and her frequent
haeal th problems. She chronicled Manley's fare tasks foer
Lheir farm and for the farms of others in the community. He
broke roads, carried wood, planted and reaped the crops,
mended fencing, shingled the barn, and traded animals.

The Gassetts had no children, although, they raised a
niece, Farnig Mereill, affectionately called "oue girtis.®

The Gassetts attended community events and supportsd
the Tocal school by attending school programs, boarding the
teacher, and cieaning the schoolhouss. Qecasionally thees
in reference Lo national news; more fraguently the
refarences refer to Tocal news. Local elections and events
are richly recorded.  Births, deaths, ages of friends and
reiahbors, church dedications, robberies, town meetings, and
Tocal catastrophes were recorded.

The diaries were comnmercial ly printed with prefaces
including calendars, population figures, tide tables, ete.
The memoranda inclode her cash accounts, addresses,
patterns, and recipss.



BIOGRAFHY , FRIMARILY FROM LIARIES

Josephineg Sarah Merrill Dassebt . Bputh Acworth, NH
b July 22, 1843
m. Feb. 22, 1846 to Manley W. Gassett b. Nov. 3G, 1842
Cfather — Walker Gassettl
Cmother — Betsey Hilli]
mother [Hannah Collinsd
. Dec. 28, 1811
e Femb. 23, 1882
father [Nathanial Mererill]l
. 180E
d. Feb. 8, 18460
mother’'s sscond husband, Walker Gassett (Manley’'s
brother), b. June 25, 1gi6

Glice
m. Georae [M. Feckl
o Iola b Apedil 24, 1860

Hannah LRI
. Jdan. 19, 18346
m. Jan. 7, 18%7 tog Mito [H. Newtonl o. Oct. 24, 18635
R WY
m. Jarm, 285, 1871 to Herb b. May 9, 1834
d. Mar, 5, 1872 of pneumonis

Emma
B Qet. 18, 1837
m. Jan. ¥, 1869 to Merrill [Robiel b. éApril 3, 1833

d. Dec. 1%, 1874

Mathanial IF.3 (Hat)
b. April 30, 1840
m. NMov. 23, 1881 to Lena Barney

Heten M.J
Bo. Jdan. 241, 18%1
m. Neov., 5, 1871 to John Russell, moved to Bradfored
1881 ~ Helen living with Josephine and Manley

Eddie W. (Edd) (Ed.)
b April 27, 1855 .
1846 — Bddie gone after Tiving wilth Josephine and
Manley for 3 years
Sept. 24, 1881 - Ed and wife hers
May 18, 18836 — Baby Allie pictures
e Maro 274 1%W13



Nigees and nephews

Farnnie A. Merrill (Nathapnial ‘s daughter?)
be Dec. &, 1871
Juneg 28, 189% - graduated from Mt. Holvyoke Collegs

Fercy {(Fannie’'s brother)
b Deo. I8, 1882

thers, possibly nisces and nephews

Eddie b. Febh. 19, 188% (mavbe Fannie’s brother)
Hattie b. May 31, 1858

Alice Merrill b. July 17, 18835

Clara Mereill b July 27, 1887

Others mentioned in genealogical intormation

Manley’'s brothers in Lown:
Joel m. Mres. Locena (Barnard) Angier
Walbker m. firet bBarah T, Morse che 1 Lissie
m. second Mrs. Mathanial Merrill
(Josephine’s mother)
Johrm o m. Deborahb
George



OIARY ENTRIES
typhoid fever (1861, Aug. 4)

village celebration, end of war (18865, April 13)
Abe Lincoln dead (1865, April 15

Milo, brother-in-law dead (ig&6%, Oct. 24)
Hannah, sister, moved home (1865, Nov. 179
promises with Manley (1885, Dec. 17

el ipss (1869, Aug. 7

tipped over, Manley and Josephine hurt (1871, Feb. 21)
in play {1871, Feb. 249

auction, probablty their things (1871, Mar. 2%

in new homse {1871, Mar. 29

Hanmah died (1872, Mar. &)
Manl ey bought old place (1872, Apr. 27)
moved homes Lo faram (1872, May 1)

Manl ey on Bchool Committee (1873, Mar. 26
Ida to ltive with Gassetts (1873, July 9

to Bradford to visit Helen (1875, Jumne 25
Marnl ey thrown out of wagon, hurt (1874, June 29)

Fannie to school (1877, Apr. 26)
at Melen's with Fannie (1877, Sept. & - 20

gther, fouwr testh out (1878, Jan. 152
Town Mesting, Dems licked as usual (1878, Mar. ID)
Oreenback mesting (1878, Dec. &)

five months since taken sick (1881, Feb. 12D
Fresident SGardield buried (1881, Sept. 267

Fresidential Elsction, Dems beat, everything (1884, Nov.

Damocratic celebration (1884, Nov. 18

complaints of 111 health (1884, Jam. 5 ~ Mar. 3}
shtopped weiting in diary (18846, Mar. 3
Fanmie wrote in diary (1886, April 11 - Dec. 310

rode out for firet time this wintser (1894, Mae. 1)
Town Mesting, Reps carried (1894, Mar. 1)
tetter from Fannie, tired from college (1894, Mar. 28)

thrae fTires all day (189%, Feb. &)
Charlaestown Rank failed (1895, Feb. 24)
Fannie graduated from Mb. Holvoke (1895, June 28)
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Manley to Charlestown Bank for their (0% (1897, Feb. 17
cold, rough day, water froze in back room (1897, Ape. Z20)
Glumen Victoria is 78 (1897, May 24)

Fanmie Mired to teach in Mariow (1897, Aug. 17D

Parcy and Eddie to stay, am mad (1897, Oct. &)

have distemper (1898, Sept. 20
Fannis gave up school to stay at home (1898, Bept. 17)
wish I was well and Fannis was tesching (18%8, Oct. 1)

heonehitis, (1901, Feb, 13 - Mar. 100

rew hat, first one for 9 yvears (1901, May 14)

WOTUW here (1901, May 31}

rode out, First time this spring (1201, June 1&)

Manley to Bellows Falls, had thumb nippsd (1904, Jan. &)
Town Meetinag, all Dems (1904, Mar. £

May basket from school chitdren (1904, May 4)

Manley at court in Newport (1904, Nov. 9 - Nov. 19)

washed straw tick, mended it (1905, May 22)
put straw in Fannie’s bed (1905, May 249

Maniey paid 300 on the mortgage (1906, Mar. &)

Brnow blew into house, hard time removing (1904, April 10)
gathering for Josephineg’s &63rd birthday (19046, July 21D
without a cow, purchased mitk daily (19046, July 31 ~ Oct. 3)

tried unsuccessfully to get Youngs by signal (1909, Mar. 1é)
all afluster over Telephone (1909, Oct. 73

Halltey Domet (1910, May &)

Eddie picked up by anto (1910, July 200

terribte thunder storm, Fannie knocked down (1910, July 21
Manl ey at the Wgirs (19210, Aug. 1% - Aua. 28&)

hurt eight arm s0 can hardly weite (1910, Nov. 14 -~ Dec. 31

water gave out at barn, must Tug from woods (1912, Feb. 13
Witson, Democrat, @lected as President (1913, Nov. &)

ot a suffragist (Memoranda)l

it mgan, walk to top of hill, {81t better (19153, Mar . 22
atierred crean all day before it came (1915, Oct. 7

ecl ipse of sun (1916, Feb. 3)

Goiden Wedding Day (1%1é&, Felr. 20

HMelen home from State Hospital (1214, July 112

eupect Me. Hughes to be next Fresident (1916, Nov. 8}

Lyman broke his weist cranking his car (1922, July 285
Melen is hoerrid, what shoutd we e (1927, dug. 1)
Helen not as wild (1922, Aug. 9

Helen back to Concord State Hospital (1922, Aug. 13



