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Administrative Information 
 

Title and Dates:  

Hill Family Papers, 1778-1934 
 

Repository:  

New Hampshire Historical Society 

30 Park Street 

Concord, NH 03301 

603-228-6688 

http://www.nhhistory.org/ 

 

Collection Number:  

1985.053 

 

Author of Finding Aid: 

Finding aid reviewed and updated by Suzanne Huggard in September 2010.  

 

Creator:  

Hill Family (of Mason, NH) 

 

Language:  

The materials in this collection are in English.  

 

Extent: 
21 boxes 
 

Abstract: 
The Hill Family Papers contains personal correspondence, business correspondence, bills, 

receipts, legal papers, deeds, wills, and other materials related to the Hill family primarily 

of Mason, NH.  Prominent family members in the collection include Ebenezer Hill 

(1766-1854), John Boynton Hill (1796-1886), Joseph Bancroft Hill (1796-1864), 

Timothy Hill (1819-1887), Charles Ebenezer Hill (1848-1917), and William Bancroft 

Hill (born 1857). 
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Access and Use 
 

Acquisition Information and Provenance:  

The Hill Family Papers were a gift of the descendants of the Hill Family. The gift was 

donated to the Society in two parts. The first donation occurred on March 7, 1985, and 

the second donation occurred on December 11, 1995.  

 

Processing Information:  

This collection was processed by Suzanne Huggard in September 2010. The finding aid 

was written by Suzanne Huggard in September 2010. This finding aid follows the 

standards set-forth by Describing Archives: A Content Standard. 

 

Access Restrictions:  

Available for research. 

 

Location: 

The collection is housed at the New Hampshire Historical Society in Concord, New 

Hampshire. 

 

Physical Characteristics and Technical Requirements:  
No special physical characteristics or technical requirements exist for this collection. 

 

Copyright/Conditions Governing Use:  
For permission to reproduce or publish materials from this collection, please contact the 

New Hampshire Historical Society. Researchers are responsible for following all 

copyright and intellectual property laws.  

 

Preferred Citation: 
Item title, Hill Family Papers, 1985.053. New Hampshire Historical Society, Concord, 

NH. Date Accessed. 

 

Collection Overview 
 

Biographical Information: 

 Reverend Ebenezer Hill (1766-1854) was born in Cambridge, MA and attended 

Harvard College. He was ordained as a pastor of the Congregational Church for the town 

of Mason, NH on November 3, 1790. In 1791, he married Mary Boynton of Westford, 

MA. His second wife was Rebecca Howard of Dunstable, MA, who died in 1797. He 

then married Abigail Stearns Jones of Bedford, MA. 

 John Boynton Hill (1796-1886) was the son of Reverend Ebenezer Hill and the 

twin of Joseph Bancroft Hill. After graduating from Harvard College, he taught at 

Garrison Forest Academy near Baltimore, MD from 1821 to 1823. He was admitted to 

the  Bar in 1823 and practiced law in Hillsboro, NH, Exeter, NH, Nashua, NH, 

Townsend, MA, and Bangor, ME. He served in the Maine State Legislature from 1853 to 

1855 and retired to Mason, NH in 1862. In 1884, he moved to Temple, NH. He was the 

author of a memoir of the Reverend Ebenezer Hill in 1858 as well as the “History of 
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Mason, NH” in 1858, “The Mason Centennial” in 1868, and “Reminiscences of Old 

Dunstable” in 1878. He married Achsah Parker of Hollis, NH in 1829, and they had one 

child.  

 Revered Joseph Bancroft Hill (1796-1864) was the son of Reverend Ebenezer Hill 

and twin of John Boynton Hill. He attended Harvard College and was ordained as an 

elder of the Presbyterian Church. He was for many years an itinerant minister of that 

church in Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, and Kentucky. He retuned to New 

Hampshire in 1840 and served as a colleague pastor with his father in Mason until 1847. 

in his later years, he served as pastor in Colebrook, NH and Stewartstown, NH. He 

married Harriet Brown 

 Reverend Timothy Hill (1819-1887) was the youngest son of Reverent Ebenezer 

Hill and was born in Mason, NH. He graduated from Dartmouth College and Union 

Theological Seminary in New York City, NY. He preached as a missionary under the 

direction of the Home Missionary Society in Missouri. In later years, he served as pastor 

of a Presbyterian Church in St. Louis, MO.  

 Charles Ebenezer Hill (1848-1917) was the son of Joseph Bancroft Hill and was 

educated at Dartmouth College. He was an Associate Professor of History at the United 

States Naval Academy from 1871 to 1875. He was admitted to the Bar in 1875 and 

practiced law in Baltimore, MD until his retirement to Temple, NH in 1909. 

 Reverend William Bancroft Hill (born 1857) was the son of Joseph Bancroft Hill 

and was educated at Harvard College and then Columbia University, Baltimore Law 

School, Union Theological Seminary, and Rutgers University. He practiced law in 

Baltimore, MD from 1882 to 1883 and was ordained as a minister in 1886. He served two 

Reformed churches in New York state before becoming a lecturer and professor of 

Biblical Literature.  

 For more information on the Hill Family members, see Ebenezer Hill: The Little 

Minister of Mason, NH: a sketch and a genealogy by Charles E. Hill and John B. Hill at 

the New Hampshire Historical Society. 

 

Collection Scope and Content Note: 

The Hill Family Papers contains personal correspondence, business 

correspondence, bills, receipts, legal papers, deeds, wills, and other materials related to 

the Hill family primarily of Mason, NH. The papers are organized by family member and 

from there, chronologically, by time of material. Of Ebenezer Hill (1766-1854), the 

papers include correspondence and journals dated from 1778-1848. The majority of the 

items in the collection relate to John Boynton Hill (1796-1886). John B. Hill’s papers 

include personal correspondence, business papers, business correspondence, legal papers, 

and account books. The business correspondence is organized alphabetically by 

correspondent. Papers related to Joseph Bancroft Hill (1796-1864) include his 

correspondences as well as the correspondences of his wife, Harriet Brown Hill.  

There is one box of Timothy Hill’s (1819-1887) correspondence and legal papers, 

and one box of correspondence and printed materials of William B. Hill (born 1857). 

Also in the collection are correspondence and personal materials of Joseph A. Hill. The 

last boxes of the Hill Family Papers are composed of miscellaneous materials not related 

to one specific family member. These materials include religious materials, genealogical 
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materials, materials of other families related to the Hill family, materials on Mason, NH, 

and miscellaneous Hill family documents and printed materials.  

 

Arrangement: 

The Hill Family Papers are organized by family member in mostly chronological order 

and then subject under each family member.  

Contents List 

BOX AND FOLDER LIST 

 

Box 1 
Folder 1 Samuel Hill and Ebenezer Hill receipts, legal papers, insurance policy, 

will, and other miscellaneous materials, 1789-1842 

Folder 2 Ebenezer Hill correspondence with Abigail Jones Stearns Hill, 1795-1848 

Folder 3 Ebenezer Hill correspondence with Abigail Jones Stearns Hill, 1795-1848 

Folder 4 Ebenezer Hill journals, 1778-1819 

Folder 5 Ebenezer Hill Jr. correspondence, 1832-1845 

Folder 6 Ebenezer Hill Jr. correspondence, 1832-1845 

Folder 7 Ebenezer Hill Jr. correspondence, 1832-1845 

Folder 8 Ebenezer Hill Jr. correspondence, 1832-1845 

Folder 9 Ebenezer Hill Jr. correspondence, 1832-1845 

Folder 10 Ebenezer Hill Jr. correspondence, 1832-1845 

Folder 11 Ebenezer Hill Jr. correspondence, 1832-1845 

Folder 12 Ebenezer Hill Jr. correspondence, 1832-1845 

 

Box 2 
Folder 1 Achsah Parker Hill correspondence with her family and, John B. 

Hill, 1829-1831 

Folder 2 John B. Hill correspondence, 1815-1885 

Folder 3 John B. Hill correspondence, 1815-1885 

Folder 4 John B. Hill correspondence, 1815-1885 

Folder 5 John B. Hill correspondence, 1815-1885 

Folder 6 John B. Hill correspondence, 1815-1885 

Folder 7 John B. Hill correspondence, 1815-1885 

Folder 8 John B. Hill correspondence, 1815-1885 

Folder 9 John B. Hill correspondence, 1815-1885 

 

Box 3 
Folder 1 John B. Hill business papers, 1800-1889 

Folder 2 John B. Hill business papers, 1800-1889 

Folder 3 John B. Hill business papers, 1800-1889 

Folder 4 John B. Hill business papers, 1800-1889 

Folder 5 John B. Hill business papers, 1800-1889 

Folder 6 John B. Hill business papers, 1800-1889 

Folder 7 John B. Hill business papers, 1800-1889 
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Folder 8 John B. Hill business papers, 1800-1889 

Folder 9 John B. Hill business papers, 1800-1889 

Folder 10 John B. Hill account books, 1836-1840 

Folder 11 John B. Hill receipt book, 1839-1840 

Folder 12 John B. Hill correspondence with Appleton & Hill law firm, 1823-

1871 

Folder 13 John B. hill papers concerning Hill et. al. v. Daniel Goodwin, 1875-

1876 

Folder 14 John B. Hill v. James Russell, 1876-1877 

Folder 15 Waldo J. Pierce file, 1838-1882 

Folder 16 John B. Hill legal paperwork, 1830-1884 

Folder 17 John B. Hill legal paperwork, 1830-1884 

Folder 18 John B. Hill legal paperwork, 1830-1884 

Folder 19 John B. Hill legal paperwork, 1830-1884 

Folder 20 John B. Hill legal paperwork, 1830-1884 

Folder 21 John B. Hill legal paperwork, 1830-1884 

Folder 22 Maine State Legislature, 1834-1855 

 

Box 4 
Folder 1 John B. Hill business correspondence, 1806-1885 

Folder 2 John B. Hill business correspondence, 1806-1885 

Folder 3 John B. Hill business correspondence, 1806-1885 

Folder 4 John B. Hill business correspondence, 1806-1885 

Folder 5 John B. Hill business correspondence, not dated 

Folder 6 John B. Hill land deeds, 1801-1882 

Folder 7 John B. Hill land deeds, 1801-1882 

Folder 8 John B. Hill land deeds, 1801-1882 

Folder 9 John B. Hill journals, 1816 and not dated 

Folder 10 John B. Hill journals, 1816 and not dated 

Folder 11 John B. Hill bank drafts, 1847-1867 

Folder 12 John B. Hill miscellaneous 

 

Box 5 
Folders 1-8 John B. Hill business correspondence with names beginning with A, 

1820-1862 

Folders 9-16 John B. Hill business correspondence with names beginning with B, 

1848-1880 

Folders 17-26 John B. Hill business correspondence with names beginning with C, 

1822-1888 

Folders 27-33 John B. Hill business correspondence with names beginning with D, 

1830-1887 

 
Box 6 
Folders 1-2 John B. Hill business correspondence with names beginning with E, 

1869-1872 
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Folders 3-8 John B. Hill business correspondence with names beginning with F, 

1836-1878  

Folders 9-13 John B. Hill business correspondence with names beginning with G, 

1818-1867 

Folders 14-22 John B. Hill business correspondence with names beginning with H, 

1821-1888 

Folders 23-26 John B. Hill business correspondence with names beginning with J, 

1822-1880  

 

Box 7 
Folders 1-4 John B. Hill business correspondence with names beginning with K, 

1812-1887 

Folders 5-6 John B. Hill business correspondence with names beginning with L, 

1832-1887 

Folders 7-14 John B. Hill business correspondence with names beginning with M, 

1821-1885 

Folders 15-17 John B. Hill business correspondence with names beginning with N, 

1838-1854 

Folders 18-29 John B. Hill business correspondence with names beginning with P, 

1821-1886 

 

Box 8 
Folders 1-5 John B. Hill business correspondence with names beginning with Q 

and R, 1840-1876 

Folders 6-15 John B. Hill business correspondence with names beginning with S, 

1838-1888 

Folders 16-24 John B. Hill business correspondence with names beginning with 

T,U,V, 1834-1879 

Folders 25-29 John B. Hill business correspondence with names beginning with 

W,X,Y,Z, 1831-1993 

Folder 30 John B. Hill miscellaneous business correspondence, 1822-1874, not 

dated 

 

Box 9  
Folders 1-3 Correspondence to Harriet B. Hill, 1844-1864 

Folders 4-5 Correspondence to Joseph B. Hill family, 1793-1864 

Folders 6-8 Correspondence from Joseph B. Hill, 1815-1858 

Folders 9-15 Correspondence to Joseph B. Hill, 1809-18-- 

 
Box 10  
Folder 1 Joseph B. Hill Harvard College bills and diary, 1819-1821 

Folder 2 Joseph B. Hill bills and receipts, 1833-1861 

Folder 3 Joseph B. Hill legal agreements, 1841-1864 

Folder 4 Joseph B. Hill military passes, 1864 

Folder 5 Joseph B. Hill creative writing and personal journals, 1817-1825 

Folder 6 Joseph B. Hill correspondence with Harriet B. Hill, 1844-1864 
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Folder 7 Joseph B. Hill and Harriet B. Hill correspondence to her parents, 

1841-1850 

Folder 8 Joseph B. Hill and Harriet B. Hill correspondence to her parents, 

1851-1857 

Folder 9 Joseph B. Hill and Harriet B. Hill correspondence to brothers and 

sisters, 1841-1851 

Folder 10 Joseph B. Hill and Harriet B. Hill correspondence to brothers and 

sisters, 1857-1882 

Folder 11 Joseph B. Hill and Harriet B. Hill correspondence to William B. 

Hill, 1867-1874 

Folder 12 Joseph B. Hill and Harriet B. Hill correspondence to William B. 

Hill, 1876-1877 

Folder 13 Joseph B. Hill and Harriet B. Hill correspondence to William B. 

Hill, 1879-1880 

Folder 14 Joseph B. Hill and Harriet B. Hill correspondence to Joseph A. Hill, 

1881-1896 

Folder 15 Joseph B. Hill and Harriet B. Hill correspondence with Adna 

Brown, 1846-1887 

Folder 16 Joseph B. Hill and Harriet B. Hill correspondence to the Brown 

family, 1845-1878 

Folder 17 Joseph B. Hill and Harriet B. Hill correspondence with Captain 

Isaac Brown, 1847-1878 

Folder 18 Joseph B. Hill and Harriet B. Hill correspondence with family, 

1842-1908 

Folder 19 Harriet B. Hill correspondence with her mother, 1847-1859 

Folder 20 Harriet B. Hill correspondence upon the death of her husband, 1864 

Folder 21-22 Harriet B. Hill correspondence with friends, 1838-1908 

Folder 23 Harriet B. Hill correspondence from Sara A. Brown, 1848-1879 

Folder 24 Joseph B. Hill and Harriet Brown Hill miscellaneous papers, 1886, 

1879 

 

Box 11 
Folders 1-5 Timothy Hill correspondence to family members, 1838-1887 

Folder 6 Timothy Hill correspondence from family members, 1838-1887 

Folders 7-10 Timothy Hill business correspondence with John B. Hill, 1840-1887 

Folders 11-12 Timothy Hill business accounts, 1870-1881 and trust deed, 1871 

 

Box 12 
Folders 1-11 Charles E. Hill correspondence to his family, 1849-1908 

Folder 12 Charles E. Hill correspondence with sons: John and Joseph Hill, 

1904-1907 

Folder 13 Charles E. Hill trustee releases, 1880-1893 

Folder 14 Charles E. Hill accounts and miscellaneous papers, 1886-1917 

 

Box 13 
Folder 1 William B. Hill childhood writings, not dated 
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Folders 2-5 William B. Hill school and college years papers 

Folder 6 William B. Hill teachers class book, 1881 

Folders 7-11  William B. Hill correspondence to his family, 1867 

Folders 12-16 William B. Hill correspondence includes correspondence to Stella C. 

Larking, 1876-1879 

Folders 17-22 William B. Hill correspondence, 1874-1880 

 

Box 14 
Folders 1-3 William B. Hill printed material related to Harvard, 1873-1890 

Folders 4-5 William B. Hill papers from various schools and colleges, not dated 

Folder 6 William B. Hill miscellaneous printed materials, not dated 

Folder 7 William B. hill teacher’s class book, 1881 

 

Box 15 
Folders 1-2 Joseph A. Hill correspondence, 1882-1894 

Folders 3-6 Joseph A. Hill correspondence, 1872-1904 (includes February 14, 1904 

letter about Baltimore, MD fire) 

Folder 7 Joseph A. Hill correspondence, incomplete or not dated 

Folder 8 Joseph A. Hill school year and miscellaneous papers, 1884-1889 

Folder 9 Joseph A. Hill 1897 diary and not dated composition 

 

Box 16 
Folders 1-2 Polly Hill Wheeler and family papers, 1831-1861 

Folders 3-4 Sally Hill Merriam and family papers, 1824-1882 

Folders 5-7 Edward Stearns Hill papers, 1819-1861 

Folder 8 Rebekah Howard Hill papers, 1822-1883 

Folders 9-13 Martha Hill Hodgman and family papers, 1837-1887 

Folders 14-16 Adeliza Hill Merriam and family papers, 1831-1908 

Folder 17 Miscellaneous Hill family papers, 1846-1918 

Folder 18 Miscellaneous Hill family papers, incomplete dates 

Folder 19 Unknown letter copybook, 1824-1826 

 

Box 17 

Folder 1 Religious testimonials, 1841-1843, some not dated 

Folder 2 Religious testimonials, not dated 

Folders 3-11 Religious sermons, 1790-1861 

Folder 12 Religious sermons, not dated 

Folders 13-15 Religious sermons and other ecclesiastical material, not dated 

Folder 16 Religious sermons and other ecclesiastical material, 1820-1882 

Folder 17 Religious sermons and other ecclesiastical material, mot dated 

Folder 18 Printed ecclesiastical material, 1885, not dated 

 

Box 18  Genealogy and related families 
Folders 1-2 Bancroft family papers, 1801-1934 

Folder 3 Blanchard family papers, not dated 

Folder 4 Cummings family papers, 1874 
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Folder 5  Cutler family papers, 1871-1874 

Folder 6 Farley family papers, 1817-1898 

Folders 7-8 Farwell family papers, 1870-1873, mostly not dated 

Folders 9-10 Flagg/Jones/Brown family papers, mostly not dated 

Folder 11 Fletcher family papers, 1871 

Folder 12 Hill family papers, 1854-1883 

Folder 13 Joseph Bancroft Hill family papers, 1796-1864 

Folder 14 Merriam family papers, not dated 

Folder 15 Prince family papers, not dated 

Folder 16 Richardson family papers, 1870-1871 

Folder 17 Smith/Tyng family papers, not dated 

Folder 18 Stearns family papers, not dated 

Folder 19 Howe family papers, not dated 

Folder 20 Thompson family papers, 1872-1874 

Folder 21 Clark/Lovwell/Robbins/Robertson/Taft/Wentworth family papers, not 

dated 

Folder 22 Correspondence pertaining to “The Minister of Mason,” 1814-1916 

Folder 23 Miscellaneous genealogical and related family materials, mostly not dated 

 

Box 19  Papers related to the town of Mason, NH (all folders) 

 

Box 20 

Folders 1-6 Hill family bills, receipts, and accounts, 1790-1845 

Folders 708 Hill family legal papers, 1847-1908, some not dated 

Folders 9-15 Hill family correspondence, 1820-1832, some not dated 

 

Box 21 
Folders 1-2 Miscellaneous handwritten literary efforts, mostly not dated 

Folder 3 Civil War letter, 1862; account of the Battle of Bunker Hill, not 

dated 

Folder 4 Notes concerning the French and Indian War, not dated 

Folder 5 Book list, recipes, death statistics, Hollis Association, 1821, mostly 

not dated 

Folder 6 Church and school subscriptions, 1847-1859, some not dated 

Folder 7 Handwritten journal entries, 1819-1873 

Folder 8 Handwritten memoranda, miscellaneous dates 

Folders 9-11 Printed materials, 1830-1932, some not dated 

Folder 12 Ledgers, 1824-1837 

Folder 13 Silhouettes and photographs, not dated 

 

Subject Terms 

People: 

 Hill, Charles Ebenezer, 1848-1917 

 Hill, Ebenezer, 1766-1854 

 Hill, Harriet Brown 
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 Hill, Joseph A. 

 Hill, John Boynton, 1796-1886 

 Hill, Joseph Bancroft, 1796-1864 

 Hill, Timothy, 1819-1887 

 Hill, William Bancroft, 1857- 

Organizations: 

 Dartmouth College 

 Harvard College 

Subjects: 

 Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. -- History 

Locations: 

 Baltimore, MD 

 Bangor, ME 

Cambridge, MA 

Hollis, NH 

Mason, NH 

Occupations: 

Lawyers 

Pastors 

Reverends 

  


