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Collection Overview

Biographical Information:

Jonathan Freeman (1745-1808) was for forty years Treasurer of Dartmouth College. He was a
representative to the U.S. Congress, 1797-1801, as well as a state representative and member of
the council of New Hampshire. At Hanover, NH, on February 2, 1775 he married Sarah
Huntington. She was born December 15, 1748 at Norwich, CT, the daughter of Jeremiah and
Hannah (Watrous) Huntington. Sarah bore eleven children. Jonathan died at Hanover on August
20, 1808. Sarah died there on September 8, 1846.

Asa Freeman (1788-1867), son of Jonathan and Sarah, was born January 9, 1788 at Hanover,
NH. He received his law training at the office of his brother, Payton R. Freeman in Portsmouth
and with Isaac Lyman of York, ME. He practiced in York until 1818 when he moved to Dover,
NH. He was appointed a commissioner of the United States and elected delegate to the
constitutional convention in 1850 and to the state senate in 1851 and 1852. In 1857 he was
appointed Register of Probate for Strafford County. He married Frances, daughter of Hon.




William K. and Abigail (Pickering) Atkinson, on December 1, 1819 at Dover. Frances was born
at Dover on June 21, 1797. She and Asa had four children: Abbie, Francis, Abigail, and Sarah.
Asa died at Dover on December 8, 1867. Frances died there on December 5, 1883.

Francis Atkinson Freeman (1822-1884), son of Asa and Frances, was born in Dover, NH. He
studied law in his father’s office and with Charles W. Woodman and at Harvard Law School. In
1847 he began his practice in Boston, but shortly thereafter moved to California. He served as
Judge of the County Court until his return to New Hampshire in 1872. He died unmarried
November 14, 1884 at Dover.

William King Atkinson (1765-1820) was born in Portsmouth, NH, with the name of William
King. He studied law with John Pickering in Portsmouth. He practiced in Berwick, ME, for one
year and then moved to Dover in 1787. At the death of his uncle, George Atkinson, he received a
large inheritance on condition that he change his name to Atkinson, which he did. About the
same time, he was appointed Register of Probate for Strafford County. He was also appointed
first solicitor in his area to conduct business in the absence of the Attorney General. From 1803
to 1805, he was appointed and served as a Justice of the Superior Court of Judicature. In 1807 he
was appointed Attorney General and served for five years. Atkinson was married to Abigail,
daughter of Judge John and Abigail (Sheafe) Pickering of Portsmouth, on September 1, 1788 at
Portsmouth. She was born June 14, 1770 at Portsmouth. His daughter Frances married Asa
Freeman. William died September 29, 1820 at Dover. Abigail died February 27, 1838.

Collection Scope and Content Note:

The papers of Jonathan Freeman consist of correspondence to him from prominent business and
political figures such as Ezra Woodward, J. T. Gilman, Benjamin Gilbert, and Nathaniel Rogers.
Matters addressed are state, national, and foreign politics, including reference to the French
Revolution and the U.S. Navy. Land taxes, the building of a turnpike to Hanover, and military
matters are also mentioned.

The papers of Asa Freeman contain correspondence to his son Francis, then away at college,
concerning money, clothing, studies, etc. In a later letter, he refers to his son’s business in
California. Asa’s business correspondence concerns court business and personal matters and
comes from prominent New Hampshire figures, including a letter with views on slavery from
Nathaniel P. Rogers.

Francis A. Freeman’s correspondence is largely concerned with college activities, studies, his
health, and problems of settling in a career and keeping in touch after college.

Other materials include the will of Theodore Atkinson (1697-1779) and of George and Susanna
Atkinson; a few letters to William King Atkinson (1765-1820), Dover lawyer and judge; an act
to change his name from William King to Atkinson (1788); deeds to land in Dover; and an estate
inventory (1820).

Arrangement:
The materials in this collection are organized into folders by person.
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